
 

 

WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
January 27, 2022 – 6:45 P.M. 

Walpole Town Hall – Finance Committee Meeting Room 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mr. Buckley, Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Gallivan,  

Mr. Breen, Mrs. Denitzio, Mr. Ahern 

    Ms. Geosits  

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. by 

School Committee Chairperson Buckley. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. History PowerPoint Presentations 

2. Policy EBCFA – Face Coverings 

3. TEC Annual Legislative Meeting Invitation 

4. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

5. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Grace Ryan, Walpole High School student representative to the School Committee was present at the 

School Committee Meeting.  Grace gave a report as follows: 

• These last couple weeks have been very busy for students as we approach the end of the first 

semester on Friday, January 21. 

• Students wrapped up their semester long classes with many classes having finals. 

• This Monday, the second semester began and students were excited to start new semester-long 

classes, especially if they were beginning a study. 

• Walpole High School students are busy as ever as they are fully involved in school work, 

sports, and clubs. 

• Notably, seniors who applied to college have begun to hear from schools and are excited for 

their futures. 

• Last week marked the halfway point of the winter sports’ regular seasons. 

• This year, all teams have seen remarkable success, congratulations to all teams. 

• Notably, the girls’ basketball team is at the top of their league. 

• Last week, the girls track teams set two school records in the 4 x 50 relay and the 4 x 200 relay 

with the same team. The 4 x 200 time also qualified them for nationals! 

• Clubs have not allowed rising COVID cases over the past few weeks to inhibit their activities! 
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Many clubs met virtually after winter break, but are now back to meeting in person and are as 

busy as ever! 

• Speech and Debate continues to attend meets, including last weekend’s Lexington Winter 

Invitational where the team saw great success! 

• Mock Trial competed in their first meet on Tuesday. 

• Many other clubs continue to plan activities and fundraisers. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. History Update – Mr. Michael Donohue, History Department Chair, provided the School 

Committee with a history curriculum update. The presentation can be viewed on the Walpole Media 

YouTube page. 

 

2. Vote on Initial FY ’23 Budget - The School Committee voted on an FY '23 initial budget in 

the amount of $51,514,775. 

 

Motion: To approve the Walpole Public Schools FY ’23 Initial Budget in the amount of 

$51,514,775. 

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Mrs. Geosits Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 

 

Kindergarten registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. Registration instructions and 

materials have been mailed to all incoming Kindergarten families. Families should pre-register online 

and bring all required materials to their neighborhood school through January 28. If parents are unable 

to drop off materials during the day because of work and other commitments, the Superintendent's 

Office is open on Mondays and Wednesdays until 5:30 p.m. and Tuesday evenings until 8:00 p.m.  

 

Walpole Public Schools will be initiating an Equity Audit Report with Mass Insight Education & 

Research to better understand the ways in which systems, structures, policies, and practices impact 

Walpole Public School students, staff, and families. Mass Insight Education & Research is a nonprofit 

organization whose commitment to equity is grounded in the belief that all students can achieve when 

provided with high-quality education and the support needed to reach and exceed common 

expectations. The audit also aligns with the Walpole Public Schools Strategic Plan. 

 

Dr. Gough advised the School Committee that she filed a Disclosure with the Walpole Town Clerk, as 

per Section 23(b)(3) of the Ethic Law, since her spouse, Shawn Gough, is an employee of the District 

and a member of the Walpole Teachers Association (WTA).  In acting as the Superintendent of 

Schools she will be advising the School Committee as it negotiates a new contract with the WTA.  She 

disclosed that she can, and will be, fair and objective when performing her duty as Superintendent of 

Schools.  She said that as a non-elected public employee she is duly responsible to file the Disclosure 

with her appointing authority, the Walpole School Committee and the Town of Walpole’s Town Clerk.    
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. COVID-19 Update – Dr. Gough and Nurse Kathi Garvin provided a COVID update. The most 

recent COVID-19 data for Walpole shows a 20.59% positivity rate. There were 118 positive cases last 

week and as of this morning 175 positive cases reported this week. Cases are updated every weekend 

and can be found on the Walpole Public Schools COVID Data Dashboard, which also includes the 

Massachusetts Weekly Public Health Report. The following is the current student vaccination rates for 

the high school and middle schools: 

 

Walpole High School – 83.91% 

Bird Middle School – 65.69% 

Johnson Middle School – 65.58% 

 

On January 10th, DESE Commissioner Riley announced that the mask mandate requirements will be 

extended until Monday, February 28. The Department will continue to work with medical experts and 

state health officials to evaluate the mask requirements. Additionally, per order of Walpole’s Town 

Administrator, masks are required in all town buildings until further notice. 

 

On January 18, 2022, Governor Baker and DESE Commissioner Jeff Riley announced a new COVID 

testing initiative. As a result of this announcement and in accordance with DESE and the Department 

of Public Health (DPH), Walpole Public Schools is updating our COVID-19 Testing Program. School 

districts currently participating in Test-to-Stay programs are eligible for staff and students to receive 

home testing kits. This at-home testing program will increase testing of our participating students and 

staff regardless of vaccination status. Staff and students will test one day a week (Tuesday morning) 

before coming to school. As part of this shift in the program, per DESE, once the program begins, we 

are discontinuing Test-to-Stay and contact tracing for in-school close contacts. However, in-school 

symptomatic testing will still continue. This new at-home testing opportunity is voluntary, and only 

those who opt-in will receive tests. Earlier this week, families received a detailed email with a link to 

the online opt-in form. If you are unable to retrieve this email, please contact your building principal. 

Principals will communicate how the test kits will be distributed at each level (elementary, middle, and 

high school). 

 

Mr. Mark Breen made a motion for Walpole High School staff and students to go mask optional for 

vaccinated students if the 3% town positivity rate is met with a revisit in two weeks if needed.  The 

Motion was seconded by Mr. Sean Ahern.  A discussion among the School Committee ensued.  School 

Committee members voiced their opinions regarding mask optional at Walpole High School.  Mrs. 

Gallivan, Mrs. Denitzio and Mrs. Syrek indicated at this time they have concerns and questions 

regarding teachers’ responsibilities and possible consequences.  Mr. Ahern raised concerns regarding 

increased responsibilities to parents, teachers and questions pertaining to HIPAA laws.  

 

Ms. Jen Geosits then entered a substitute motion for Walpole High School to go mask optional for 

vaccinated and unvaccinated students.  Mr. Sean Ahern seconded Ms. Geosits motion. 
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After further discussion, the School Committee voted on Ms. Geosits motion as follows: 

 

Motion: For Walpole High School staff and students to go mask optional for 

vaccinated and unvaccinated students. 

Moved: Ms. Geosits Second: Mr. Ahern Vote: 3-4-0, motion failed 

    Mr. Buckley voted against 

    Mrs. Denitzio voted against 

    Mrs. Gallivan voted against 

    Mrs. Syrek voted against 

 

Mr. Mark Breen’s motion was restated and voted on as follows: 

 

Motion: To utilize the mask waiver received from DESE for vaccinated students and 

staff at Walpole High School to go mask optional if the 3% town positivity 

rate is met. 

Moved: Mr. Breen Second: Mr. Ahern Vote: 4-3-0, motion passed 

    Mrs. Gallivan voted against 

    Ms. Geosits voted against 

    Mrs. Denitzio voted against 

 

This approved plan involves vaccinated students and staff being provided with the option to unmask in 

Walpole High School as long as the town's positive rate is below 3%. This plan was developed after 

Walpole High School received a waiver from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

due to over 80% of students and staff in the building being vaccinated. 

 

4. Middle School Building Project - Mr. Breen indicated that the School Building Committee is 

scheduled to meet next Tuesday, February 1, 2022. The School Building Committee Meeting will be 

updated with respect to additional site surveys performed, programming meetings as well as exterior 

and interior materials design. Mr. Breen indicated small group meetings have been held where 

discussions pertained to sewer and water, fire hydrants as well as parking and traffic during 

construction. Lastly, he said a Community Forum is tentatively scheduled for the middle of February. 

He encouraged abutters and community members to get involved. 

 

A reminder was given that information can be found on the district webpage at: 

https://sites.google.com/walpole.k12.ma.us/school-building-project/home.  Any questions or 

comments can be sent via email to the Middle School Project at 

middleschoolproject@walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants as stated on the list submitted by 

the Superintendent dated January 21, 2022. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

https://sites.google.com/walpole.k12.ma.us/school-building-project/home
mailto:middleschoolproject@walpole.k12.ma.us
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Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated January 21, 2022. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated January 21, 2022. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve Minutes for: 

January 11, 2022 School Committee/Leadership Council Budget Workshop 

January 11, 2022 School Committee Executive Session Meeting  

January 12, 2022 Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting  

January 13, 2022 School Committee Meeting  

January 20, 2022 Public Budget Hearing Meeting  

Moved: Mrs. Syrek Second: Mrs. Denitzio Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will be Thursday, 

February 10, 2022 at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Kristen Syrek, Vice Chairman 


